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tank, and the large city, which has sprung up round
this sacred spot, has since been regarded as the
headquarters of the Sikhs. Guru Arjan is also
distinguished as the compiler of the holy book,
the Adi Grantk (First Book), the materials for
which he had received from his father. He estab-
lished a system of tax-collecting from adherents
of the faith and, after Akbar's death, incurred the
displeasure of the Emperor Jehangir^ who, con-
sidering that the Sikhs were gaining too much
power, threw him into prison, where he shortly
afterwards died.
The lives of the next thr*e Gurus were com-
paratively uneventful, but the ninth Guru,
Teg Bahadur, attracted the attention of the fana-
tical Emperor Aurangzeb/ who summoned him
to Delhi, where he was executed without reason
in 1675. This act turned the Sikhs from a quiet
reforming' sect into a vigorous nation of fighting
men under the tenth and last Guru, the warlike
Sodhi Govind Singh, son of Teg Bahadur.
Gura Govind Singh called his followers Khalsa
(from the Arabic khalas, 'pure*) and directed
them to attach the word Singh, or * Lion/ to their
names, so as to emphasize their military nature.
He followed Nanak in teaching of the one god
Vishnu, in rejecting caste and declaring equality
among men, but he consolidated his people by
introducing a ceremony of initiation and iram-
ing a set of regulations suitable for a military
race.